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WELCOME NEW AFP-NM  MEMBERS! 
 

Jessica McKenna 

Development  and Alumni Communi ty Manager ,  

Albuquerque Academy 

 

Sue Rzendz ian 

Di rector  o f  Alumni and Communi ty Relat ions,  

Albuquerque Academy 

The New Mexico Chapter of AFP is rolling into the holiday season fresh from a spectacular Na-
tional Philanthropy Day with a record 760 attendees, amazing philanthropists, and stellar fundrais-
ing volunteers and professionals.  We are proud to celebrate that philanthropy is alive and well in 
our state, a frontier community where neighbors take care of each other and strangers extend a 
hand to help those less fortunate. 
 
You have played a critical role in that most important of life’s choices:  philanthropy.  As a fundrais-
ing professional, your dedication in a challenging year has meant the difference for many a client 
between hunger and a meal, between sickness and wellness.  
 
I think of fundraisers as the middle of an hourglass, squeezed in the middle between those who 
need assistance, and those who have the resources to help.  The irony is that the hourglass keeps 
turning upside down – we don’t know when we might be the next person in need of service and 
compassion. 
 
I applaud the AFP-NM 2009 Board of Directors who worked hard to align our goals for 2009 along 
mission and objectives, toiled diligently to achieve a balanced budget with enough revenue to re-
store our revenues, and showed real camaraderie in supporting each other’s areas.  I extend my 
thanks to those who agreed to serve on the 2010 Board of Directors – their energy and ideas will 
carry us forward.  We are extremely fortunate to have Celia Merrill as our incoming President – her 
consummate leadership will provide keen insights, thoughtful expertise and a commitment to excel-
lence. 
 
I would like to especially recognize Melody Mar Johnson, our Chapter Administrator, who is the 
glue that holds us all together, who is the keeper of our organizational history, providing continuity 
and stability for our chapter, and whose cheerful professionalism is invaluable to us all. 
 
On behalf of AFP, I humbly thank you for helping our clients, agencies, colleagues, volunteers, 
funders and donors continue the spirit of philanthropy through your dedicated and enlightened 
fundraising professionalism.  
 
It has been one of the highest honors of my life to serve as President of the New Mexico Chapter 
of AFP, supporting a profession that flows in my blood and keeps my heart pumping.  Thank you 
for this opportunity.  I wish you all a joyous holiday season, and a very successful 2010. 
 
Pamela Chavez 
President, NM Chapter-AFP 
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AFP Newsletter 

 

2009 Meeting 
Dates 

 
January 8 

  
February 12 
Funders  
Forum 
 
March 12  
 
April 9  
 
May 14 
   
June 11 

  
August 13 
 
September 10

  
October 8 

   
      November 18 

  National  
  Philanthropy Day  

    
December 10 

Annual Meeting 
 

AFP  NM Website 
www.afp-nm.org 

 
 
 

AFP-New Mexico 
Chapter,     

All Rights Reserved             
PO Box 37408 

Albuquerque, NM 
87176          

 505-239-9106 
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Annual Meeting and Recognition of the 2009 Outstand ing Fundraising  
Professional of the Year,  
LaDonna Hopkins   
 

 
 
This will be our Annual Meet-
ing and AFP-NM Chapter Mem-
bers will be casting their vote 
for the 2010 Board of Direc-
tors, see page 4 for proposed 
slate. 
 
When:  
Thursday, December 10, 2009 
11:00 am - 1:15 pm 
Program starts at 11:30 am 
 
Location:  
Nativo Lodge, Tewa Room 
6000 Pan American Freeway, NE, Albuquerque, NM                                                           
 
 

Luncheon cost for this meeting is $25 for AFP membe rs and $30 for others.  
Any reservations received after the deadline will b e charged a late registration fee of $5.  

The deadline to receive lunch reservations is 5 p.m . FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2009.  
Reservations and Pre-Payment Required by December 4 , 2009 (3 options):  
�

�  Pay and Reserve online with a credit card 
�  Mail your check (payable to AFP-NM) or credit card information to:  

        AFP-NM, PO Box 37408, Albuquerque, NM 87176-7408 
�  Call 505-239-9106 or email MarJohnsonAFP-nm@comcast.net for more information 

�   
When you RSVP, please indicate if you are an AFP member  

and if you would like to order a vegetarian dish. 
Make your luncheon reservations online!  

 
 

 
SAVE—THE—DATE 

 
Next AFP Luncheon Meeting -  January 14, 2010 

AFP LUNCHEON PROGRAM - December 10th   
2009 AFP Board 

o2009 AFP Board 
of 2009 AFP 

Board of Direc-
tors  

 
Chapter President-

Pamela Chavez 
E-mail pchavez@afp-

nm.org 
 

President-Elect-Celia 
Merrill 

E-mail cmerrill@afp-
nm.org 

 
Past President-Felicia 

Griffin 
E-mail fgriffin@afp-

nm.org 
 

Treasurer-Shalini Shan-
ker 

E-mail sshanker@afp-
nm.org 

 
Advancing Philan-

thropy Committees: 
VP Advancing Philan-

thropy                 
Lisa McCulloch 

E-mail lmcculloch@afp-
nm.org 

 
National Philanthropy 

Day-Cindy Ortega 
E-mail cortega@afp-

nm.org 
 

Outreach-Marisa Gay 
E-mail mgay@afp-

nm.org 
 

Communications-Betsy 
Education and Training 

Committees: 
VP Education/Training 

Kathleen Raskob 
E-mail kraskob@afp-

nm.org 
 

Programs-Lissa 
Blaschke 

E-mail lblaschke@afp-
nm.org 

 
Diversity-Roxanne 

Rivera-Wiest 
E-mail rrivera@afp-

nm.org 
 

 
2009 AFP Board of  

Directors  
 

Chapter President- 
Pamela Chavez 

E-mail pchavez@afp-nm.org 
 

President-Elect-Celia Merrill 
E-mail cmerrill@afp-nm.org 

 
Past President-Felicia Griffin 
E-mail fgriffin@afp-nm.org 

 
Secretary-Christina Woodlee  
E-mail cwoodlee@afp-nm.org 

 
Treasurer-Shalini Shanker 

E-mail sshanker@afp-nm.org 
 

VP Advancing Philanthropy                 
Lisa McCulloch 

E-mail lmcculloch@afp-
nm.org 

 
National Philanthropy Day-

Cindy Ortega 
E-mail cortega@afp-nm.org 

 
Outreach-Marisa Gay 

E-mail mgay@afp-nm.org 
 

Communications- 
Betsy Skye Smith 

E-mail bsmith@afp-nm.org 
 

VP Education/Training 
Kathleen Raskob 

E-mail kraskob@afp-nm.org 
 

Programs-Lissa Blaschke 
E-mail lblaschke@afp-nm.org 

 
Diversity- 

Roxanne Rivera-Wiest 
E-mail rrivera@afp-nm.org 

 
Ethics-Marth Becktell 

E-mail mbecktell@afp-nm.org 
 

VP Membership Development 
Ken Thompson 

E-mail kthompson@afp-
nm.org 

 
       Emerging Leaders-Hazel 

Tull-Leach 
E-mail htull@afp-nm.org 

 
Membership Outreach- 

Peter Moulson 
E-mail pmoulson@afp-

nm.org 
 

Professional Development– 
Susan Simons, CFRE 

E-mail ssimons@afp-nm.org 
 

Staff 
Melody Mar Johnson 
Phone (505) 239-9106  
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You won’t want to miss this luncheon – we are honored to 
have LaDonna Hopkins, the Outstanding Fundraising Pro-
fessional award recipient from National Philanthropy Day 
2009 as our Guest Speaker!   
 
Vice President & Chief Development Officer at United Way 
of Central New Mexico, LaDonna has been with United 
Way since 1995. Ladonna is responsible for Donor Rela-
tions which includes Major Gifts, Workplace Campaign and 
Specialized Communications. She brings more than 30 
years of professional experience in the nonprofit field. Prior 
to her working with United Way she served as Executive 
Director of Habitat for Humanity of Albuquerque. LaDonna 
is also a valued and recognized community leader. She 
received recognition for this in 2007 when she was named 
one of the 10 Most Influential Women in New Mexico by 
the New Mexico Business Weekly along with being named 
on the 10 Faces Changing the Face of Albuquerque by the 
Local IQ Magazine.  
 
LaDonna's community involvement includes work with 
some of the following organizations: AFP (2007 President), 
Leadership Albuquerque Alumni Association Board of Di-
rectors, Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del Sol, Rotary Club 
of Albuquerque Del Norte Foundation Board of Directors, 
Junior League of Albuquerque Community Advisor, New 
Mexico Planned Giving Council Board of Directors, Center 
for Nonprofit Excellence Advisory Board and the AFP Inter-
national Youth in Philanthropy Committee. In addition, she 
was a Quality New Mexico Examiner and taught Nonprofit 
Management at the UNM Anderson Schools. 
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DECEMBER 9 – WEB/AUDIO CONFERENCE 
 

“ How to Have Conversations with Donors about Planned  Gifts”                                              
Presenter:  Kathryn W. Miree, J.D.  
Time 11:00 AM MDT (Arrive by 10:50 AM) 
Length:  90 minutes 
Location:  Albuquerque Community Foundation 
3301 Menaul Blvd. NE #2, Albuquerque, NM  87107 
 
About the Event 
Fundraisers and volunteers have a natural fear of the planned giving conversation, worried that it requires a discussion of 
technical issues -- or worse, the donor's death. This practical session will help you overcome those fears to have conversa-
tions that will increase your organization's long-term (and even short-term) revenue. You will learn how to identify the top 
planned gift and endowment prospects, prepare for the conversation, set up the visit, use volunteers on the call, define the 
roles of each party on the call, and how to open, advance and finish the conversation. 
 
Learning Objectives 
Participants will learn: 

�  Why it is so important to talk to donors about deferred and planned gifts 
�  How to identify the best prospects for conversations 
�  The role of staff and volunteers in making planned giving calls 
�  What you must know before you call 
�  How to set up the call 
�  How to have the conversation: the opening, the exploration and the close 
�  Involving the donor's advisor 

 
About the Presenter    
Kathryn W. Miree, J.D.  is president of Kathryn W. Miree & Associates Inc., a consulting firm that works with boards and 
staff of nonprofits and foundations to develop planned giving programs and endowments.  Miree is a past president of the 
National Committee on Planned Giving, is the current chair of the editorial advisory board of The Journal of Gift Planning, 
has chaired and served on a number of nonprofit boards, is a frequent national speaker, and is the author of two books. 
Her clients include a variety of nonprofits and foundations across the country  

   
AFP Audio Conferences are FREE for anyone attending , but you must REGISTER!   

The file containing the handouts will be emailed to attendees the day before the event, please print out your 
own set of copies and bring with you.  Don’t forget to bring your own snacks or a brown bag lunch! 

 
The registration deadline is  

December 7th 
 For more information or to register:  

505-239-9106 or  
MarJohnsonAFP-nm@comcast.net  
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Registration is Open for ALL attendees as of Octobe r 8, 2009!   
When:  April 11 – 14, 2010  
Where:  The Baltimore Convention Center                                                                                                                                                             
Get all the details at :  http://conference.afpnet.org/ 
                                                                  
AFP was formed in New York City in 1960, and in 1963 the association held its first conference in Suffern, New York. In 
Baltimore we will honor 50 years of working to advance the profession while celebrating fundraising’s bright future and its 
impact on people and societies around the world. Fundraisers from more than 20 countries will continue the work and spirit 
of our founders by examining best practices, discussing new ideas and trends and sharing experiences to improve our-
selves and our organizations. 
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DECEMBER 10 – ANNUAL MEETING 

In addition to a wonderful program, the December 10 th meeting will be our Annual Membership      
Meeting.   We hope all Members plan on attending an d voting for the 2010 Board of Directors.     

�
2010 Proposed Board Slate: 

Nomination Committee Chair:  Felicia Griffin 
Nomination Committee:  Abigail Eaton, Eileen Cook & Celia Merrill 

 
President 

Celia Merrill, Golden Apple Foundation 
Past President 

Pamela Chavez, Don Chalmers Ford 
President Elect 

Kathleen Raskob, Samaritan Counseling Center 
Secretary 

Christina Woodlee, United Way of Central New Mexico 
Treasurer 

Roxanne Rivera-Wiest, YWCA 
 

Advancing Philanthropy, Vice President 
Marisa Gay, Bosque School 

National Philanthropy Day (Event) 
Pamela Chavez 

National Philanthropy Day (Awards and Recognition) 
Monica Niess, The Write Choice Network 

Outreach/Communications 
Ashley Lawrence, Presbyterian Healthcare Foundation 

 
Education &Training, Vice President 
Ken Thompson, UNM Cancer Center 

Program Chair 
Kate Mulqueen Ph.D, Consultant 

Professional Development Chair 
Maureen Simmons, Red Cross New Mexico 

Ethics Chair 
Lissa Blaschke, St. Joseph Community Health 

 
Membership Development, Vice President 

Susan Simons, CFRE, Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
Emerging Leaders 

Ian Esquibel, New Mexico Office of Philanthropic Outreach 
Membership Outreach Chair 

Peter Moulson, Social Profit Consulting 
Diversity Chair  

Martha Mondragon-Guerin, ADELANTE 
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           Readers of The Link  are encouraged to submit newsletter story ideas to :   
           Betsy Skye Smith bsmith@afp-nm.org  

 
CAREER LISTINGS 

Please visit: http://afp-nm.org/career.htm for full listing details.   
As a service to our members and visitors, we are happy to provide links to other job-related pages for non-profits including the Center for 

Nonprofit Excellence: http://centerfornonprofitexcellence.org/home/joblistings 
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NATIONAL PHILANTHROPY DAY 

THANK YOU NEW MEXICO FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF NATIONAL P HILANTHROPY DAY! 
 
Congratulations to all of this year’s honorees, the  National Philanthropy Day Steering Committee, Nomi nation/
Selection Committee Members and Youth in Philanthro py Members along with everyone involved for their d edica-
tion and tireless work to ensure the success of thi s important event for philanthropy.  The hearts and  minds of eve-
ryone there were touched.  The AFP-New Mexico Chapt er is most grateful to everyone involved. 
 

THE AFP-NM CHAPTER 2009 AWARDEES : 
  

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS/CORPORATION IN PHILANTHROPY :  
New Mexico Educators Federal Credit Union 

 
OUTSTANDING LEADER IN PHILANTHROPY :  

Larry and Dorothy Rainosek 
 

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISER:   
Charmay Allred 

 
OUTSTANDING FUNDRAISING PROFESSIONAL :  

LaDonna Hopkins 
 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE ORGANIZATION:   
Assistance League of Albuquerque 

 
OUTSTANDING FAMILY IN PHILANTHROPY:   

The Cates & Leischner Family 
 

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD:   
Center for Nonprofit Excellence 

 
YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY: 

 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LEVEL:    

Derek Selvage, Los Alamos Elementary, Los Alamos, NM 
 

HIGH/MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL:    
Derek Kane, Desert Ridge Middle School, Albuquerque, NM 

 
HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL:    

Nick Felipe, Native American Community Academy, Albuquerque, NM 
 

Thank you for celebrating National Philanthropy Day with us on November 18 th and for honoring the profound impact that 
philanthropy has on the fabric of society.  More information and pictures will be coming to our website! 

 
Special thanks to …       
    Distinguished Sponsor: 
    Title Sponsor: 

 
 
 
 
 

   
   

 
 

         Advancing Philanthropy Sponsor: 
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